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Mary Elizabeth Weldon Diary Order Form 

This is the transcript of a diary kept by Mary Elizabeth Weldon (1820-1894), daughter of Jonathan 
Weldon (1795-1876) and Mary Davis Weldon (1786-1871), one of the earliest settler families in 
Winnebago Township. The diary covers the period October 1841 through the beginning of July 1842. It 
provides a detailed picture of pioneer life in the newly settled area. Mary’s entries record the weather, the 
family’s farm duties, her housework duties, interactions with neighbors, land disputes, and her religious 
concerns. Of particular interest are the land disputes that arose as settlers claimed land rights under the 
Federal Preemption Act of 1841. The diary records the tar and feathering of her father, Jonathan, in the 
course of one such dispute. The transcript is bound, approximately thirty-five pages, with a Weldon 
family tree and an index. 
 

Name___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code_______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone______________________________________Email____________________________ 

WCHS Members 
Number of Copies  ________ 
x $15 per Copy  ________ 
    total due 

❑ I will pick up my copies. (We will 
contact you when the diary is available 
for pick up.) 

 
❑ Please deliver my copies. Add $5 to total 

due. 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Members 
Number of Copies  ________ 
x $20 per Copy  ________ 
    total due 

❑ I will pick up my copies. (We will 
contact you when the diary is available 
for pick up.) 

 
❑ Please deliver my copies. Add $5 to total 

due. 
 

BECOME A WCHS MEMBER TODAY 
AND SAVE ON THE PURCHASE COST! 
See other side for membership application. 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  WCHS 

Sorry, we cannot process credit/debit card or third-party transactions. 
 

Mail application & check to:  WCHS, PO Box 95, Winnebago IL 61088 
or 

Drop application & check at:  Winnebago Public Library, 210 N. Elida St., Winnebago 
or 

Email the application to wchs61088@gmail.com 
(we will contact you about payment arrangements) 

mailto:wchs61088@gmail.com
mailto:wchs61088@gmail.com


      Winnebago Community Historical Society 

 

 

Membership Application 
Membership Options & Fees 

Lifetime 
· Voting privileges 
· Membership certificate & card 
· Regular print and electronic communication 
· Free or reduced admission fee for programs & events (except fundraising events) 

 One-time Fee: 

  Individual  $150 

 Household  $250 
Annual 

· Membership card 
· Regular print and electronic communication 
· Free or reduced admission fee for programs & events (except fundraising events) 

 Annual Fee: 

 Individual  $15 

 Household  $30 
  

Please put an X next to the membership you choose 
  
Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

If this is a household membership, please list all names: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Email Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Telephone:____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I’d like to support the Winnebago Community Historical Society by----  

 Volunteering 

 Donating Materials 

 Sharing Stories 

 Other________________________________________________________________ 
We will be in touch with you if you indicate you want to help! 

  
Make check payable to WCHS  

Mail to WCHS, POB 95, Winnebago, IL 61088 
Or drop off at the Winnebago Public Library 

  

Thank you for supporting the Winnebago Community Historical Society! 
 
 
Check #__________________   Amount___________________                     Date_______________ 

  
❑  Membership database      ❑ Check deposited       ❑  Thank you/receipt 

  


